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‘DRAMATIC CRITIQUE, 
Saturday June 16th. 1827. 


THE POINT OF HONOUR AND THE THREE 
| AND THE DEUCE. 


Mr. and Mrs. D. Smith in conjunction with Mr. Williamson, very unwisely, (as we 
think,) ventured on a second benefit, which if possiblé was worse attended than the 
first, at this we were somewhat surprised, because the selection was of that nature 
that could not fail to afford the most refined entertainment The play of the Point 
of Honor is in three acts, and is the production, one of the first we believe, of Mr, 
Charles Kemble’s, it partakes of all his excellencies, and is remarked for the ele- 
gance and purity, in’ which it is written,--it has been lately revived at Covent 
Garden, for the purpose of bringing out Miss Jarman in the character of Bertha— 
The following is a sketch of the Plot:—Daring the suspension of hostilities between 
the; French nation and the German States in 1734, a period when war reigned 
throughout Europe to an extent almost unexampled, the French armies were ren- 
dered remarkable by the numbers who deserted its standard. Many who were at- 
tached to a wild military life, sweetened by the hope of Plunder, spurned the idea 
of submitting in peaceful garrisons to the laws of. strict discipline ; unmindful of 
their oath, they sought to escape, and it was found necessary to adopt rigorous mea- 
snres to stop the spreading evil Durimel (the hero ofthe piece) having been 
yoked to raise his weapon against his superior Officer's Condemned to d-ath; he 
however, escapes the threatened punishmeut and flies to Germany, where ae is re- 
ceived into the house of a Merchant's Widow and becomes attached to her Daughter. 
The mother consents to! their union, when on the morning of their intended mar- 
tiaye, the very regiment arrives which bears his sentence ; he is recognised, seized, 
and again conemned. . In the Officer to whose care he is committed, Durimel dis. 
covers his long lost Father, the Chevalier St. Franc, who by h:s merit has risen from 
an obscure station to the rank éf a Major, and who anxious, to save his sons life, 
urges his flight ; but the heroic Durimel scorns to preserve a life which can only be 
saved'by sacrificing his Fathers Honor. The fatal morning arrives, he is led to the 
place ofexecution ‘No sigh nor mormur escapes-him, his composure is the result 
of those prond and lofty feelings which enables the True Soldier to meet death in 
whatsoever form it may approach him. He kneels, is blindtolded, the soldiers ad- 
vance to pertonm their monratul office, when the Father determined not to survive 
his son in giving the word ‘ Fire,” suddenly throws himself before the kneeling 
culprit ; the, soldiers in amazement hesitate to fire ; Durimel tears the bandage 
from his eyes and ‘declares his affinity to the Major. The ceremony is suspended, 
and the case’representéd to the Commander, who testifies his admiration of Duri- 
mel’s noble conduct, by. granting a Free Pardon, The muskets prepared for his 
death are discharged in the air by his joyful comrades on leaving. , 

It will be seen from the above, that this play is fall’ of domestic interest, the tale is 
extremely well-told, aud the incidents following each other in rapid succession, are 
ef no common character.—As performed at our Theatre, we have much to praise 
and but little to condemp, the play was exceedingly well cast with the exception of 
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Valcour, Mr. G. Smith, whose abomiaable sentimental ranting or rather roaring 


was at tim lately stunning, ; Arfawws the Chevalier St. Franc looked too 
young for eviahere, bot his wate ity Selcauaty counténancé Was extremely 
well adapted to its pétsomation jhe delivered his efits with great dignity, 


pathos, and feeling, hi with hidson, Durimel (Mr, Bulls) were extremely 
affecting. Mr. Balls did fall justice to the part of Duritiel.iv. every respect. Miss 
Williams's Bertit Wis gn admirable performance, the more we s€€ ofthis amiable 
and interesting lady, th€ more ate'we <orififmed in our early opinion that she pos- 
sesses in an eminent degree, talent? @f d very siiperior order, and we trust that no 
untoward circumstance will prevent us the pleasure of again seeing her. A part. 
img word to the scene shifters.—Messieurs—for heaven’s sake bind yourselves ap. 
prentice again, get into a saw-pit and there work on the chalked line, for you are 
fit for nothing else, keep’ to’ 'this stéadily for three years, drinking nothing but cold 
water and then you may be pronouneed fit for stage business, for in that most ine 
teresting part of the play, wherein the Father throws himself into the arms of his 
son, at the moment the goard is about to fire; and the scene should be instantane- 
ously shuf out! from the audience, these gentry pushed on halt a house and half a 


teft the engaged in the denowement to get oft the stage as well as 
they could. The Three and the Deuce followed the play, and was extremely well 
acted, Mr. Balls’s T we are-confident cannot ‘be surpassed by any mo- 


dern actor in existence. The Young Hussar closed the evenings entertainment, in 
which Mr Balls had to appear again, this is too bad, it is quite impossible tor any man 
to get through this treble duty with credit to himself and satisfaction to the audience, 
The Manager t ut the seasonhasmade him a constant back, “Mr. Batis has 
Gone right to get ont ot the company, let him only confine himselt to gentéel comedy 
and study hard, and his fortune iwassaredly made. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 


Cujnsvis est hominis errafe, nulluis, nisi insipientis, 
perseverare in errore, 





Cicero, 


Sin,—Permit me, at the close of the seasot, to congratulate 
you on the well-merited sugcess, and universal approbation which 
your Observer has met with ; and to offer you, with my thanks for 

Our prompt inscrtion of my former ones, a few parting remarks. 
I trust that we shall next season witness the good effect of your 
strictures, m the improvement of the management, with a better 
selection both of actors and performances. ‘The Manager certainly 
has erred, but | hope he is not so blinded even to his own interest, 
or the general disapprobation, but that his good sense will point 
ott to him the objects for amendment. The resignation of so great 
a number of the actors, has now left ample scope for the selection 
of a good company ;: and it is to be hoped that when good actors 
in the different departments are engaged, the business of the one 
will not be allowed to interfere with that of the other, as it has 
been during the present season, not only to the detriment of indi- 
viduals, but the general discredit of the company: indeed it is @ 
practice which no actor of any respectablity in his line, will long 
quietly submit to; let us not see the Lady Townly of the play 
sent on as a waiting maid, or hoyden in the farce ; but let the prac- 
tice which has of laté crept into the Theatre, of making att the ac- 
tors useFUL be abandoned for the much better one of making them 
alf Good, or at least, in their ree ive cast of characters, respect- 
able: Jet a little moré'liberality be shewn in the production of new 
pieces, and alittle more taste in their selection, and if the “ gods” 
and children must be. pleased with such pantomime as the “ Ana- 
conda,” &¢, in ¢ofhpassion to those who are neither “ ” nor 
children, do let them be “ seldom. and far between,” nor let the 
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monsttous melo-dramas of E. Balle and company supplant the 
flowers of our genuine Dramatists, After these and some few other 
inconveniences are corrected, there still remains one cause of com- 
plaint, 1 mean the time at which the season Commences, at a period 
when just reviving from a dull winter, without any pablie amusen: 
ments, we lose from long wearied expectation, all appetite for 
thé.’ Were the Theatre now to be opened in November, when. 
we begin to look around us for some refuge from the dreary and 
tiresome monotony of a winter's evening, there is no doubt that 
the’ public would be much better plegead and inclined to encour- 
age it, and consequently that the season would be more produce 
tiveto the management. For the credit of the Norwich Thea tre, 
atid for his own personal reputation, let the manager, now so fax 
an opportunity has opened, not fail w his strenuous endeavours to 
regain the respectability of a Theatre, in which many a bright star 
has first displayed its brilliancy, and among others the talented 
but unfortunate John Palmer. 





Tam, Su, 
Your very humble Servant, 
JEMMY JUMPS. 
WNOTIGR 


“« POWER IS POSSESSION.” 


We are threatened with the publication of a Pamphlet, or Poetic 
Address, from the Chevalier Chingchilly ; by all means let.us have 


| it; there can be no doubt of its being a most entertaining morceau. 


The:Chevalier, as:we before observed, is rather late in the field ; 
“ but better late than never :” pomepe he thinks the better part of 
valor is discretion, and that with Hudibrass, hey ol 
‘¢ He who fights and runs away, 
“May live to fight another day.” 
We can see through his mountebank tricks with half'an eye; he 
is like an epfuriated Malay, he suns a-muck and stabs every one ’ 
that he meets in his career,and when he ereeps to his ‘hiding 
place at night, such is his venomous spite, that reptile like he will 
bite his own tail rather than be idle. ‘The entire plan ofthis 
“Hero ” is simply this—he has enlisted himself in Theatrie 
Corps at so much per job for the composition of scurrilous -pro- 
ductions, in prose and verse—Poet laureate extraordinary ! and no 
doubt thinks that his rancorous abuse,'will ferret like, drag us 
out'by the ears, throw us off our guard, and set some shark of a 
lawyer to pull us up—he had better let us alone, or he -will find to 
his cost the ‘has picked up a red hot iroh‘bar—we'tell him to 
beware, otherwise out ‘comes the “ Canterbury Tale,” and the 
“ Théspian Spy.” We tell bim weare calm from contempt alone, 
but if oot | he shall feel the “ hornet’s sting,’ and rue the day 
whea first he buzzed in our ears. 
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' ARRANGEMENT FOR THE ASSIZE WEEK 


To Our Subscribers aud Readers generally. 


THE Theatre having closesd for the season, we shall take every pains 
to produce in the 'Assize Week, three additional Double. Numbers, 
to be published on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday ,of that week,, 
embracing considerable novelty in the literary department... These, 
numbers when bound'up with the preceding ones, will, form the en-, 
tire contents ofvclume the first, containing about two hundred pages 
of letter-press. The Portrait, to face the title-page, will be ready to 

bind up at the"period alluded to. The following is an outline of our 

lan :— 

. First. The Theatre Royal, Dramatic Sketches of new Performers, 

and Review of new Plays. 

Srconp. Historical Account of Quantrill’s, afterwards .Keymer's | 
Gardens near the river ; removal of the Pantheon to Ranelagh ; the 
Management and mismanagement of that place of popular resort. 

Tarp, The Exhibition of Paintings. 

Fourtu. The Museum of Natural History. 

Firra.. Prussia Gardens and Rural Sports; Richmond Hill and 
its local Scenery. oo 

Any gentleman disposed to furnish us with information on the above 
heads, or their personal observations, made on any night during the 
Assize Week, at the vatious: public places of amusement, will confer 


upon us a lasting obligation. 


‘ ‘TO THE EDITOR OF THE THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 
: Mr. Enrror,;~—Dear Sir, if the following note is not un~ 





worthy insertion m your interesting periodical, :yoa: will oblige by © 


the publication of it, an UNKNown) ADMIRER. 
To Philo-Thespis, .or Chevalier Chingchilly. 


Sin—Allow me to congratulate you on the new and happy 
style you have discovered for the exercise of talents, evidently of 
ne mean order ; every: One: possessed of taste and feeling, must 
admire the genius and ‘classic elegance of such lines as these-~ 
“ Sing of a toad,” &c..and the manly highminded sentiments ex- 
pronees in other parts of the composition, captivates those who are 
ess alive to the charms of Poetry. CaMILLA. 

To Conazseonpents—We inteid on Satarday week fo publish a double SUP- 
PLEMENTARY NUMBER--the. favors of our friends have crowded in upon 
us to such dn extent this week as to make this step one of absolute necessity 
—QOur valved friend ‘* Veritas ’’ must pardon our omission of his estimable fa- 
vor, which shall have the ‘First page in ‘the Supplement—Our thanks are due 
to X Y Z—Jemmy, Jumps, (we are compelled: as he will perceive, from want 
of room to curtail a. few lines of his manuseript,) and also. to Rivers—Camilla 
reached our hands at the latest hour previous to publication, — “ but. when @ 


pas ’s in the case, all other things give‘ place,”—we have therefore found room 
or her, 
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